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2050 VISION 
FOR THE 

DURBAN-GAUTENG FREIGHT CORRIDOR



The Durban to Gauteng freight corridor forms the backbone 
of South Africa’s freight transportation network and is vital 
in facilitating economic growth for the country. The main 
components of the bulk freight corridor consist of the Port of 
Durban, well established road, rail and pipeline links to Gauteng, 
and inland freight terminals to service the broader Gauteng area 
and countries to the north of our border. 

The Bay of Natal is a regionally significant estuary and home 
to Africa’s busiest port, handling a wide range of high value 
cargoes. It plays a critical role in servicing the import and export 
needs not only of Durban and its extensive KZN hinterland, but 
also of Gauteng and the Southern African region. Two thirds 
of South Africa’s containers move through Durban, as well as 
a majority of liquid fuel and automotive cargoes. In addition, 
Durban handles significant break bulk, dry bulk and chemical 
cargoes, and provides facilities for cruise liners, the SA Navy, and 
for fishing, service vessels and recreational craft.

Durban is seen as the premier gateway port in the South African 
ports system, with the lowest logistics costs in serving the 
economic heartland of the country. Durban handles high-value 
cargoes in a complementary relationship with the Port of Richards 
Bay, which focuses on bulk exports of minerals. Together the ports 
service the maritime needs of South Africa’s eastern seaboard.  

As the South African economy grows, the capacity of the port 
needs to be increased to cater for growing freight volumes. Over 
the past ten years, the growth in container traffic through Durban 
has been three times the national GDP growth rate.

There is already pressure on the port, the roads, and in back-
of-port areas, despite recent expansion projects. At an 8% 
annual container growth forecast the existing transportation 
infrastructure will reach its limits in 2019. 

Unless significant expansion takes place, South African economic 
growth will be constrained, and freight will be forced to relocate 
to more distant ports, thus increasing already high transport 
logistics costs. This would further compromise the global 
competitiveness of the South African economy.

The development of the Durban-Gauteng freight corridor, 
including the expansion of the port, with improved inland 
transport connections and increased space for back-of-port 
activities, will reduce the cost of doing business and improve 
productivity, which will create employment and generate wealth 
locally, regionally and nationally.

The ‘2050 vision’ provides a long term solution to the growing 
expansion requirements of the Durban to Gauteng freight 
corridor with a focus on the needs of the greater Durban freight 
transportation infrastructure.
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The 2050 vision is a framework for the long term development 
of the Durban to Gauteng freight corridor, which enhances 
Durban’s position as South Africa’s premier port city, providing 
for the maritime transportation needs of the greater Southern 
African economy.

It describes a program of infrastructural expansions, land-use 
plans and inland transport connections needed to ensure that 
the corridor’s capacity to handle freight is provided ahead of the 
growing demands of the local, regional and national hinterlands.

The vision covers port, rail, road and land-use plans, and focuses 
on national and local economic growth, social upliftment for 
effectedn communities, and environmental sustainability.

It considers three major phases of expansion, with 
associated port, land-use and transportation requirements. 
As containerised cargoes are the most important freight type 

handled in Durban, the 2050 vision’s phases are defined by a 
sequence of container expansion projects.

The first phase covers short-term developments within the 
existing Port of Durban.

The second phase includes the new dig-out port on the old 
airport site.

 
This is then followed by the third phase, with the construction 
of a new dig-out basin on the site of the Bayhead rail yard.

The 2050 vision has been developed over a number of years 
through an intensive joint planning engagement between 
Transnet, the eThekwini Municipality, and a wide range of 
stakeholders. 

This document provides a brief overview of the major 
components of the 2050 vision.

Context

The 2050 Vision
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The 2050 vision will provide huge socio-economic opportunities 
for the country.

Investment in infrastructural capacity over the three phases 
will exceed a quarter of a trillion rand, making this one of the 
most significant projects in the history of South African freight 
transportation. It will provide opportunities for private sector 
investment and Black Economic Empowerment in many aspects 
of the network - from terminal equipment and operations to road 
construction. Foreign investment will be needed to supplement 
local public and private funding.

The project will enable all sectors of the trade, transportation 
and logistics industries to modernise and grow, and will revitalise 
and extend ageing infrastructure, and introduce world class 
operations and efficiencies. Competition will be stimulated 
through increased private sector involvement, with increased 
participation by new entrants and roleplayers.

These new efficiencies will reduce the cost of doing business 
by lowering South Africa’s high transportation costs, on road, 
rail, through the ports, and at sea. Reduced transport times and 
greater reliability will add further value to the economy and lower 
supply chain costs.

New spatial dynamics will arise from the development of the 
ports, transportation corridors and intermodal hubs. Previously 
degraded precincts will be rejuvenated, and more distant areas 
will benefit from the improved geographical distribution of the 
freight network.

Land values will be enhanced, and opportunities will exist for 
development of basic services and improved living conditions. The 

acquisition of land to provide space for the various expansions 
will result in a number of major property initiatives. Synergies 
with local economic development will occur, with the new nodes 
of Cato Ridge/Camperdown, Dube Tradeport, and inland hubs 
and terminals in Gauteng becoming the epi-centres of regional 
growth initiatives.

The phased construction of port, rail and road infrastructure will 
necessitate increased employment and the creation of meaningful 
long term jobs. More critically, the ongoing transportation 
operations will require large numbers of skilled employees. 

Similarly, the scale of investment will make a major contribution 
to local, regional and national GDPs, with increased tax revenues 
and rates incomes.  

The likely contributions to the local region and national economies 
are expected to be significant during both the construction and 
operational phases of this 2050 vision. In terms of employment 
opportunities the anticipated number of job created are 62 000 
temporary jobs during construction and 54 000 permanent long 
term jobs locally. This will translate to a total of 76 000 permanent 
jobs in port related industries throughout the Province. This will 
make a significant contribution to the Government’s plan to 
halve unemployment rates.

Similarly the project will stimulate local and regional economic 
growth from a KZN perspective. A growth of R4 billion per year in 
KZN GDP during the construction phase. During the operational 
phase the growth is significantly larger and estimated GDP at 
local level is R12,5 billion per year, the impact in the balance of 
the province at R980 million per year and the overall growth in 
KZN GDP of R12, 2 billion per year.

Economic Benefits
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The Port of Durban has historically handled 70% of South 
Africa’s containers, with Cape Town handling 20%, and Port 
Elizabeth 10%. This distribution across the port system reflects 
the size of the local hinterland served by each port, as well as 
the share of inland container volumes handled by each.

Durban handled 2.5 million TEU (twenty foot equivalent units) in 
2009, out of a national total of 3.5 million TEU. It is anticipated 
that Durban will retain its position as South Africa’s premier 
container port due to its well developed regional hinterland, 
and the shorter distance to the Gauteng and Southern African 
hinterlands, and hence lower logistics costs.

The 2050 vision has used container volume growth forecasts 
from Transnet’s integrated demand forecast model as a basis 
for the planning of Durban’s future capacity requirements. An 
8% year-on-year growth rate has been used as a baseline to 
determine project timings. 

By applying terminal productivity rates based on global best 
practice, calculations have been made of the required start dates 
of the various expansions, to ensure that adequate capacity is 
available ahead of demand. The sensitivity of these timelines 
has then been tested using 5% and 10% annual growth rates.

Using the baseline 8% growth rate, the phase one projects will 
provide sufficient capacity until 2019, at which date the phase 
two airport site expansion will need to kick in, after which the 
Bayhead expansion will need to come on stream as the third 
phase in 2037.

Using 5% annual growth rate, the airport site expansion would 
need to be operational in 2024, and using a 
10% year-on-year growth this start-up date 
would be in 2017. 

Road and rail traffic volumes have been 
derived from the port demand forecasts, 
with provision being made for infrastructure 
capacity based on various sensitivity scenarios 
for road-rail splits that include an increasing 
migration of container traffic from road to 
rail. Currently approximately 20% of long 
distance containers are handled on rail. The 
intention is to increase this to 50% and beyond.

The Bayhead and airport site expansion projects 
are known as the mega-terminals, and the 
question of which should be developed first has 
been extensively studied.

The 2050 vision proposes that the airport site 
must be developed first. This is based on the 
comparison of the lead times required for each 
of the mega-terminals.
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Demand Forecast & Project Timing

DURBAN CONTAINER PROJECTS:
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Because Bayhead is a brownfields site, with existing commercial 
leases and extensive rail infrastructure, a lengthy lead period will 
be required to relocate these activities prior to construction of the 
dig-out basin. But before a decision can be taken to relocate, a 
successful environmental authorisation will have to be obtained.

Expert studies have indicated that because the Bayhead 
expansion will impact on the intertidal sandbanks and little 
lagoon, a successful habitat recreation program will probably 
need to be undertaken to determine if the potentially impacted 
area can be sucessfully recreated. Estimates of the time required 
for this range from five to fifteen years.

The lead time for Bayhead, given the effect of a lengthy habitat 
recreation added to rail and tenant relocations will mean that the 
first capacity can only be created in 2029.

By comparison, the lead time for the greenfields airport site 
development will be shorter, allowing for the first operational 
berths to be delivered in 2019.



Given that based on demand forecasts, the available lead time 
for the first mega-terminal will range from only six years (high 
growth) to thirteen years (low growth), the Bayhead expansion 
could not be operationalised in the time available.

Consequently, the airport site expansion must precede the 
Bayhead expansion if capacity is to be provided ahead of demand, 
and importantly, work must begin on the airport site expansion 
project immediately, if even the low growth timelines are to be met. 
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Phase 1: Current Projects (2010-20)
Port

The first port expansion project included in phase one is the 
conversion of a portion of Salisbury Island into an extension of 
the Pier 1 container terminal. This will entail the purchase of land 
from the Department of Public Works by Transnet, consolidation 
of the SA Navy base, and the construction of additional landside 
stacking areas.

The project will also include the construction of deepened berths 
to complement the newly widened and deepened entrance 
channel, to accommodate the largest container vessels. 

The second port project is the conversion of a portion of Maydon 
Wharf into a new container terminal for smaller vessels. This will 
form part of a broader Maydon Wharf redevelopment project.
 
These two projects will increase the container capacity of the 
Port of Durban from 3.6 to 4.9m TEU, and are considered to 
represent the limit to container development opportunities in the 
port prior to the development of the first mega-terminal.

Other port projects will include ongoing upgrades to the Island 
View area to increase liquid bulk capacity, and to provide a coastal 
terminal for the new multi-product pipeline (NMPP) to Gauteng.

The Margaret Mncadi Avenue (Victoria Embankment) waterfront 
development and the relocation of cruise liner facilities to A-B 

Phases of  the 2050 Vision
The following sections describe the major components of each of the phases of the 2050 vision. It must be noted that the vision 
should be seen as an integrated long term plan, and that while the execution of the first phase projects is undertaken, work must 
simultaneously proceed on the detailed planning, land acquisitions and environmental authorisations of the second and third phases.

It must also be noted that while the 2050 vision focuses on container expansion projects, cognisance has been taken of other freight 
expansion projects needed to accommodate growth in break bulk, dry and liquid bulk, and automotive volumes, and on other non-
freight projects. 

Similarly, provision has been made for port and non port related growth on the major transportation corridors, as well as for 
expansion of passenger numbers on both road and rail, and for competing land-uses.

The timing of the phases is based on the 8% growth scenario, and is indicative rather than precise.

berths will improve the interface of the port and city, and allow 
recreational and tourist activities access to the waters edge.

Rail

The port expansion projects will be served by the existing rail 
network infrastructure. The Bayhead and Kings Rest arrival and 
departure yards will be used, but Maydon Wharf will require a new 
rail terminal. Salisbury Island will share the Pier 1 rail terminal.

The Natal rail corridor (Natcor) will have adequate capacity to 
provide rail connectivity to Gauteng for the phase one expansion, 
with improvements to efficiencies and by utilizing standard 50 
wagon equivalent train configurations.

Studies are currently underway to look at the possibility of a 
high speed passenger and freight service between Durban and 
Gauteng. If implemented, this will increase the capacity of the 
corridor and reduce turnaround times in the longer term.  

Road

The Phase 1 expansion of the port requires the development of the 
road and freight infrastructure to establish a base for an efficient 
road based logistic corridor to other centres in Southern Africa.

The infrastructure needs associated with the port expansion 
include extensive upgrading of the existing road corridors with 
upgrades to three existing interchanges along the M7 - N3 
corridor as well as additional lane and pavement strengthening
requirements on these corridors. Associated with this is the
need for establishing a 24 hour freight monitoring system
including weight, hazchem and vehicle mass controls along
with the necessary expansion to the existing Traffic Control 
Centre to facilitate this.



Part of the freight management requirements will be the 
establishment of truck holding areas at key gateways into 
the city. Further road projects in this phase will include heavy 
vehicle access management on Tara Road, Quality Street and 
Duranta Road, and western and eastern extensions of Grimsby 
Road to create linkages with both the N2 and M4 freeways 
in the south. Capacity upgrades to Solomon Mahlangu and 
to the Umbilo arterial are also required to accommodate the 
increased traffic movements to and from the Maydon Wharf 
area including route management control systems.
 
A new dedicated freight route on an east-west alignment to 
and from the Port of Durban to the N2 freeway must also be 
provided, as well as linking to an inter-modal logistics transfer 
point in the vicinity of Cato Ridge/Camperdown. For Phase 1,
the section of this east-west route which links Bayhead 
Road to the N2 must be complete and is fundamental to the 
sustainability of this additional port capacity.

Environmental

The scale and complexity of the proposals in this long term vision 
will necessitate a broad and comprehensive environmental 
strategy to ensure that sustainability issues are addressed fully 
and holistically. 

The vision as a whole will require intensive stakeholder 
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consultation and engagement, and the individual components 
will need to obtain authorisation through the EIA process.

The principle authorisations for the first phase will include EIAs 
for both new container expansions and for the dedicated east 
-west freight route.

Land-use

Both port expansions convert existing port land into container 
handling facilities. This is achieved through consolidation of the 
SA Navy base on Salisbury Island, and the rationalisation of 
multi-purpose and break bulk operations in Maydon Wharf.

A local area plan is being finalised for the back-of-port areas 
between Bayhead and the Airport site. This will provide a 
framework for better utilization of the limited space available, 
address congested areas with incompatible land uses, and 
provide new growth opportunities for logistics and transportation 
activities on the new east-west dedicated freight route.

The development of intermodal hubs in Cato Ridge/Camperdown 
and at Dube Tradeport will provide more space for port-related 
industries and service providers, and facilitate improved 
connectivity.  A local area plan for Cato Ridge and a development 
framework for the Dube intermodal hubs are in progress.

MAP SOURCE: GOOGLE EARTH



Port

The second phase of the 2050 vision entails the development of 
the old Durban airport site into a new dig-out port to complement 
the existing Port of Durban. This new port will be completely 
separate from the existing port, with its own breakwaters, 
entrance channel, basin, berths and terminals.

This development will ultimately provide twelve new deepwater 
container berths, adding 7.2m TEU to the existing 4.9m TEU 
capacity of the Port of Durban. 

Additionally, the airport expansion will allow the development of 
new deepwater liquid bulk berths alongside the SAPREF refinery, 
and the relocation of the existing car terminal from the Point to a 
new terminal on a site adjacent the Toyota factory.

This will result in a down-scaling of port operations in the Point 
area, which will in turn reduce freight traffic on city roads and 
allow for the redevelopment of city-port interfaces, with increased 
opportunities for complementary non-freight commercial  
developments with increased public access.  

Rail

The rail capacity of the Natcor line will reach capacity during 
the second phase of the 2050 vision. Options for corridor rail 
expansions that are being considered include a new alignment 
between Cato Ridge and Durban, improved alignments to City 
Deep; control system, traction and braking improvements, and 
introduction of 100 wagon trains.

Expansion options for Gauteng’s inland rail terminals include 
improvements at City Deep and Pretcon, and the phasing in of a 
new mega-rail terminal possibly at Sentrarand.

Additionally, development will proceed on the Gauteng Freight 
Ring, a rail ring which will link the inland terminals on an alignment 
that avoids Metrorail commuter traffic, and provides improved 
connectivity to all radiating Southern African rail corridors. 
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Phase 2: Airport Site Expansion (2020-37)

Over time surplus volumes will be rerouted from Natcor via the North 
Coast and Richcor (Richards Bay corridor) lines, which provides a 
longer but more efficient routing to complement the capacity of 
Natcor, or via a high speed rail line between Durban and Gauteng.

Upgrades to the North Coast line would include the provision 
of passing loops, and conversion to either 25kV AC or diesel 
traction. An arrivals and departure yard would be required at La 
Mercy to combine longer trains and to change-over traction.

The  Ermelo to Gauteng link would be upgraded with the 
doubling of the Overvaal tunnel when the combined coal and 
container volume growth triggers this major investment.

Bayhead and Kings Rest would continue to provide arrivals 
and departure facilities, although the Bayhead facilities would 
ultimately be replaced by a new yard in Clairwood. Should the 
car terminal be relocated to the airport site in phase two, a new 
road and rail automotive terminal would be required at Isipingo.

Road

The second phase of the port capacity expansion exposes the road 
network to the south to rapid increase in freight movements. The 
road network linking the east-west link from the existing port 
to Cato Ridge/Camperdown, and the new dig out port requires 
consolidation and capacity upgrades.

The east-west freight route must be extended beyond the N2 
freeway through to the N3 freeway at Cato Ridge/Camperdown. 
Road based links to inter-modal logistics transfer points at 
Clairwood and Cato Ridge/Camperdown will also need to be 
provided.

Other new road projects required to support Phase 2 of the vision 
include a new dedicated north-south freight route to and from the 
DIA port, linking to the east-west freight route that formed part of 
the phase one projects, as well as capacity enhancements on the 
current parallel roads including the M4 and South Coast Road. 
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Connectivity to the east-west corridor is critical and upgrades to 
the section of the N2 between the DIA port site and the new east 
west dedicated freight route are required. Further to this some 
capacity and pavement strength enhancements will be needed 
along the current N3 Freeway through to at least Cato Ridge/
Camperdown.

The Freight management systems and infrastructure implemented 
for Phase 1 must be extended to manage the new north-south 
freight routes.

Environmental

The development of an entirely new port on the old airport site 
will necessitate a major environmental approval process. A ten 
year period has been allowed in the planning to address a wide 
range of concerns. 

These include:

The redevelopment of the site will have impacts on adjacent
communities in terms of traffic, air quality and noise, which 
will need to be addressed.
The site currently has a number of rare and threatened 
species, including chameleons and skinks.
The adjacent Isipingo estuary has a significant stand of 
mangroves and associated estuarine habitat.
The existing coastal dune supports a significant tract of dune
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 forest, and provides goods and services to the marine and
  terrestrial environment, for example, coastal storm erosion 

protection.
The existing beach and recreational facilities provide 
recreational space for the residents in the area.
The need to investigate off-site mitigation options.

Authorisation will also be required for the extensive road and rail 
expansions. The extended freight route will have impacts up the 
Umhlatuzana valley; rail impacts will occur along the proposed 
corridors and at the intermodal logistics nodes.

The Gauteng rail terminals and freight ring will also need to go 
through EIA processes.

Land-Use

The land use implications of the second phase of the vision 
will be far reaching, and will provide the backbone for future 
transportation and logistics land-use planning.

The currently congested Southern Industrial Basin will be relieved 
by the spread of logistics activities along the new freight corridors 
and at the developing inland hubs and terminals.

City and provincial industrial development plans will be catalysed, 
with a major increase in available land, and decentralization and 
regional growth facilitated. 



Port

The third and long-term phase of the 2050 vision involves a 
return to the Port of Durban and the development of a dig-out 
basin on the site of the Bayhead rail yards.

This will deliver an additional ten deepwater container berths, 
increasing the total capacity of the combined Port of Durban 
and airport site by 6m TEU to a total of 18.1m TEU.

This development will require the relocation of a number of 
existing back-of-port and ship repair activities; as well necessitate 
the relocation of the Bayhead yards and other rail assets. 

Engagements with the ship repair industry are proceeding, with 
a view to determining their long term plans, and to ensure that 
provision is made for accommodating the needs of this vital 
marine service industry.

Rail

A prerequisite for the Bayhead expansion will be the relocation 
of all rail infrastructure to replacement facilities elsewhere on 
the network. Natcor will have reached its limits, and all further 
rail capacity to Gauteng will be provided on the North Coast and 
Richcor routing, or on the new high speed rail line.

The Ermelo to Gauteng link will be upgraded to 25kV Ac, and 
more passing loops built, and the line specification upgraded to 
allow 180 wagon configurations between La Mercy and Gauteng.

Prior to constructing the dig-out basin, new rail facilities, 
principally a new arrivals yard, will need to be commissioned, 
and the decommissioning of the old yard completed.
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Phase 3: Bayhead Expansion (2040-2050+)

The resulting rail network will see Gauteng’s import and export 
needs serviced by the combination of two rail corridors, with 
new inland and coastal terminals, and with intermodal hubs 
in the vicinity of Cato Ridge/Camperdown and La Mercy. 
Increased efficiencies and capacities, and new rolling stock, will 
result in more freight being handled on rail, with reduced road 
congestion and transportation costs. 

Road

Road capacity improvements for Phase 3 include capacity 
enhancements in the form of additional lanes and freight 
demand management plans for both the east-west and north-
south freight routes. Routes moving freight northwards from 
the port will need to have additional lane capacity added and 
truck holding and intermodal connections must be provided to 

serve facilities at the King Shaka International 
Airport and adjacent trade port. 

The demand for movement toward the interior 
demands that a second east-west route must be 
established connecting the DIA port with Cato 
Ridge/Camperdown and a second east-west 
freight route is required to meet this demand. 

At the Provincial and National levels consideration 
must be given to routing and linkages to the 
north and to the west to improve connections to 
Dube Trade Port, Richards Bay and Gauteng for 
routes extending from Durban.

Upgrades to freight routing and western linkages 
to Pietermaritzburg and Gauteng will include 
the upgrading of the N3 and N2 freeways, with 
implications for existing and proposed toll roads.

Additional freight rail services and inter-modal 
logistics connections must also be accommodated 



to ensure appropriate synergy between freight modalities as 
well as ensuring an appropriate level of redundancy to protect 
the freight logistics system and ensure it is robustness against 
fluctuations in operating supply and demand.

Environmental

The Bayhead port expansion will only receive authorisation if 
complex environmental processes are successfully undertaken. 

The ecologically important inter-tidal sandbank and little lagoon 
will be impacted by the dredging required in order to create safe 
navigation channels to allow large vessels to sail so far into the Bay, 
and successful habitat recreation will have to be demonstrated to be 
possible prior to the development proceeding.

A lead time of between ten to twenty years has been allowed
to achieve this.

Various approvals will be needed for the rail relocations, as 
well as for the road capacity expansion projects. These will be 
programmed to run concurrently with the approval process for 
the dig out port development.

Social issues related to the Bayhead expansion are expected 
to be prominent, due to the proximity of residential areas. It 
is anticipated that improvements to the area arising from the

PHASE 3: BAYHEAD EXPANSION (2040-50+ )
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decongestion measures executed in the first two phases of the 
2050 vision will facilitate the resolution of social issues. 

Land-use

Many land uses currently occurring in the Bayhead area will 
need to be relocated prior to the port expansion. The decision to 
develop the airport site before Bayhead is in part determined by 
the lead time which will be required for these relocations.

As previously mentioned, rail and ship repair activities will be 
affected. Additionally, large areas of Bayhead are currently used 
for back-of-port logistics and transportation operations.

These will be repositioned to newly developed areas adjacent to the 
new freight routes and intermodal hubs. This will have the added 
benefit of decongesting the port precincts, allowing for revitalisation 
of historically degraded industrial and residential areas.

The increased freight flows on the new dedicated freight roads 
and on the Natcor and Richcor rail corridors, and the development 
of the Cato Ridge/Camperdown, Dube Tradeport, Clairwood 
and Sentrarand intermodal hubs will result in a further shift in 
operations and activities from the southern areas of the city to 
new development nodes and corridors, and from the congested 
City Deep to the Sentrarand area in Gauteng.
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The 2050 vision can be seen as a conceptual development 
framework which is still at the early stage of formulation.

While parts of it have been shared and discussed with a 
wide range of stakeholders, roleplayers and affected parties, 
it has not yet been subjected to a rigorous and participative 
consultative process.

Because its impacts are so widely spread, and its consequences 
so important for the South African economy, it is imperative that 
two simultaneous paths are followed to further the progress of 
the vision.

The technical workstreams engaged on the various components 
of the vision must rapidly bring their work to a higher degree 
of resolution, and these components must be consolidated 
into an integrated and aligned base document for wide 
distribution.

In parallel, a formal consultation strategy must be implemented, 
to communicate the vision widely, and seek contributions and 
support from all levels of society.

There is an urgency required, as the existing freight infrastructure 
will reach capacity in the near future, lead times are long, and 
an ad-hoc approach of uncoordinated incremental upgrades 
will not be able to provide a lasting solution. 

The 2050 vision provides the basic framework for the long 
term growth and sustainability of the most critical component 
of South Africa’s freight network - its link to the global 
economy. 



The Durban to Gauteng freight corridor forms the 
backbone of South Africa’s freight transportation 
network, and is vital in facilitating economic growth 
for the country and the Southern African region.

South  Africa’s ability to improve efficiencies and 
lower logistics costs on the corridor, and to provide 
freight handling capacity ahead of demand, will be 
critical to the region achieving its short, medium and 
long term economic objectives.

The 2050 vision provides an integrated solution to 
the growing expansion requirements of the Durban 
to Gauteng freight corridor which will form the future 
foundation for the establishment of a Southern 
African regional freight network. 
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KEY DEVELOPMENTAL COMPONENTS

  The Port of Durban
  The Durban-Gauteng Road Corridor
  The Durban-Gauteng Freight Rail Corridor
  Strategically located logistics Hubs and Terminals
  Supportive local area Land Use plans

ECONOMIC BENEFITS 
 R6 billion p.a increase in National GDP during construction
 R29 billion p.a increase in National GDP during operation
 Approx 62000 new jobs created
 R4 billion p.a. increase in Local GDP during construction
 R12,5 billion p.a increase in Local GDP during operation
 5-7% reduction in local unemployment

South Africa’s Premier Strategic Infrastructure Development Project

Taking South African Freight and Trade Forward into the Future
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